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Summary of the 
NELAC Board of Directors Teleconference

July 18, 1997

The Board of Directors of the National Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Conference
(NELAC) convened by teleconference on Friday, July 18, 1997, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. EDT.  The
meeting was led by its chair, Dr. Eldert C. Hartwig, Jr., of the FL Department of Health using the
agenda distributed prior to the meeting.  A list of action items is provided in Attachment A.  A list
of participants is given in Attachment B. 

Approval of Minutes of July 11, 1997, Meeting
The draft minutes of the previous meeting, which had been distributed earlier, were approved with
editorial corrections.

Preparations for NELAC III
Ms. Sue Phillips, of the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission who is co-sponsor
with EPA of the Third NELAC Annual Meeting (NELAC III), reviewed the progress of
preparations for NELAC III at the Wyndham Anatole in Dallas, TX on July 29-31, 1997.  She
indicated that 200 NELAC registrations have been received, with indications that there will be
more than paid 250 registrants.  She also reviewed the planned contents of the registrants’ packet
for the Board and arrangements for transportation from the airport to the Wyndham Anatole.

PT Chapter Proposal from EMMC Panel
Mr. Ted Coopwood reviewed the recent joint meeting of the NELAC Proficiency Testing
Committee and the EPA Environmental Measurement Monitoring Council’s (EMMC) Laboratory
Accreditation Panel.  In summary, the EMMC Panel is concerned that the chapter does not
currently meet the needs of EPA’s National Program Offices.  These concerns, and suggested
alterations to Chapter 2, were transmitted in a memorandum to Ms. Andrea Jirka, Chair of the
NELAC Proficiency Testing (PT) committee.  Copies of this memorandum were distributed to the
Board prior to the meeting.  Several options for the PT committee to proceed, and their
implications, were discussed.  

Effectively, the options reduced to either presenting a modified Chapter 2 for voting, with
language clarifying that these standards will not be implemented until October 1998, or else
withdrawing the Chapter from voting during NELAC III.  Following discussion of various
options, the Board concurred that a viable response might be to consider wording supplied by the
EMMC Panel regarding the status of this Standard for the interim period.  

Considering the urgency of this issue, and the fact that several Board members could not
participate in this meeting, Dr. Hartwig asked for options for scheduling additional Board
meetings for next week, prior to the scheduled EMMC meeting on July 23.  As a result, another
meeting of this Board was scheduled for Monday, July 21; Mr. Coopwood arranged for a
conference line and he and Ms. Mourrain will make all due efforts to contact absent Board
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members, briefing them on this issue and urging them to participate.  Additional options were
discussed, to be considered based on developments in the next few days.

GLP Report and NELAC Response Process
The report of the Environmental Laboratory Advisory Board (ELAB) GLP Subcommittee
prepared for presentation at the July 28, 1997 meeting of ELAB was supplied to Board members
for their information.  A brief discussion of this report, with reference to the interim report
presented at the Second NELAC Interim Meeting, ensued.  No action was taken.

Other Business
The Board discussed a letter from Dr. Peter Rogerson, of the US Department of the Interior, US
Geologic Survey, requesting that NELAC request States to waive fees for reciprocal certification
of certain USGS laboratories.  Following discussion of this request, it was noted that EPA
personnel are disallowed, by law, from participating on committees or boards addressing fiduciary
issues.  As a result, the Program Policy and Structure committee will propose at NELAC III a
revision to the NELAC Constitution and Bylaws removing all reference to fees.  Dr. Hartwig will
draft an appropriate response to Dr. Rogerson’s request.

Next Teleconference

The next  scheduled teleconference of this Board is July 21, 1997 at 10:00 am EDT.
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Attachment A
ACTION ITEMS

Board of Directors Teleconference
July 18, 1997

Item No. ACTION Completed
Date

1 Ms. Mourrain and Mr. Coopwood will ensure that all
Board members are contacted and informed of the
meeting scheduled for July 21 at 10am.

2 Dr. Hartwig will draft a response to Dr. Rogerson’s
letter.
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Attachment B

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Board of Directors Teleconference

July 18, 1997

Name Affiliation Phone Numbers
Charles Hartwig, FL Department of Health & Tel: 904/791-1550

Chair Fax: 904/791-1567Rehabilitative Services

E-mail:  charles_hartwig@dcf.state.fl.us

Joe Aiello NJ Dept of Environmental Tel: 609/633-3840
Protection Fax: 609/777-1774

E-mail: jaiello@dep.state.nj.us

Shelia Myers for TX Natural Resources Tel: 512/239-6300

Carol Batterton Fax: 512/239-6307Conservation Commission 

E-mail:  cbattert@tnrcc.state.tx.us

Pauline Bouchard MN Dept of Health Tel: 612/623-5331

Fax: 612/623-5514

E-mail: pauline.bouchard@health.state.mn.us

Charles Brokopp UT Division of Laboratory Tel: 801/584-8406

(absent) Fax: 801/584-8486Services

E-mail: cbrokopp@state.ut.us

Ted Coopwood, USEPA Tel: 202/233-9358

NELAC Executive Secretary Fax: 202/233-9651

E-mail:  coopwood.theodore@epamail.epa.gov

Marcia Davies US Army Corps of Engineers Tel: 402/697-2555

(absent) Fax: 402/697-2595

E-mail: marciadavies@usace.army.mil

Ken Jackson NY State Dept of Health Tel: 518/485-5570

(Invited guest) Fax: 518/485-5567

E-mail: jackson@wadsworth.org

Ann Rhyne TX Natural Resources Tel: 913/551-6091

(Invited guest) Fax: 913/551-5218Conservation Commission

E-mail: jirka.andrea@epamail.epa.gov

Gary King Advanced Sciences Tel: 505/872-3508

(absent) Fax: 505/872-6827

E-mail:

Jeanne Mourrain, USEPA Tel: 919/541-1120

NELAC Director Fax: 919541-4101

E-mail: mourrain.jeanne@epamail.epa.gov

Sue Phillips Texas Natural Resources Tel: 512/239-6327

(Invited guest) Fax: 512/239-6307Conservation Commission

E-mail: sphillip@tnrcc.state.tx.us

Bob Stephens CA EPA Tel: 510/540-3003

(absent) Fax: 510/540-2305

E-mail: rds3@ix.netcom.com
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Russ Wright US EPA, Region 4, SESD Tel: 706/355-8505

(absent) Fax: 706/355-8508

E-mail: wright.russell@epamail.epa.gov

Gene Tatsch,  Research Triangle Institute Tel: 919/541-6930

support contractor Fax: 919/541-7386

E-mail: cet@rti.org


